
pared the patient for the operation, it was performed on the 8th of June
last. The patient being secured in ihe usual way, the semi-lunar incision
was made between the bulb of the urethra and anus, with its convexity
to the scrotum, and down to the staff in the membranous portion of the
urinary canal, through which it had been previously introduced into the
bladder. To the groove of the staff thus exposed, was adapted the
beak of a double lithotome, of a small size, which hail just been received
from Charriere, of Paris. This instrument was introduced into the blad-
der, the one in the urethra withdrawn, the lithotome turned upon its own
axis, so thai its concavity was towards the rectum, and its blades being
expanded it was drawn out in lowering the handle. A gush of urine in-
dicated the opening made in the bladder, through which the finger intro-
duced felt ihe stone, which was extracted by a small pair of forceps.
From some little delay in the seizing the calculus, and the alarm of the
patient, the operation lasted twelve minutes.
This little patient, like the others upon whom I had operated upon for

stone by this mode, had a remarkably rapid recovery. The urine in a
few hours passed per urethram, and all the dressing applied was a small
strip of plaster over the wound in the perineum. No catheter was intro-
duced during the treatment. He had a little fever for the first forty-eight
hours after the operation. He sat up in bed on the fourth day, and on
the eighth was considered well. He did not, however, recover the full
tone and control of the bladder for some days afterwards. The calculus
weighed about 3 iss., and was of the mulberry variety.—Southern Med.
and Surgical Journal.

THE BOSTON MEDICAL AND SURGICAL JOURNAL.

BOSTON, JANUARY 15, 1845.

Quarters of Surgeons' Mates.—By a recently promulgated order, Sur-
geons' Mates in the U. S. Navy, on board all national vessels, are enti-
tled to mess and have quarters with ward room officers, and are to re-
reive the usual courtesies andceremonies of such officers. This is the re-
form we believe which has long been considered necessary, and which was

contended for by a writer in this Journal some months ago. Heretofore,
surgeons' males have been without a locality, on shipboard, which afford-
ed much of comfort or convenience. Whatever their claims may have
been on land, as gentlemen, when afloat all marked attention seems to
have been abandoned, and they were in reality just nothing at all, com-
pared with every other officer on board. Whether this order, emanating
from the Secretary's office, actually remedies all the evils which they have
complained of, we are unable to determine. One fact is certain, that thus
far something has been effected that ameliorates their condition.
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Value ef Rational Experience—Dr. Darrach's Lecture.—At the open-
ing of the lectures the present season in the Pennsylvania College,William Darrach, M.D., Professor of Theory and Practice of Medicine,
as custom required, gave an introductory, which the class has published.
We always regard a movement of this kind, from the medical students,
os a compliment of no every-day character. It not only gives the professor
confidence in his hearers, but exhibits their faith in his abilities and deter-
mination to advance their interests. The subject of the lecture is Rational
Experience in Medicine. A few of th8 closing sentences we copy below,and others may be inserted hereafier.
" Such, gentlemen, is the history of medicine. It shows you an Acron,

an Hippocrates and a Galen. The empiric, the reasoner on facts, and
the reasoner without facts. The ant, the bee, and the spider of medicine.
" The first constitutes the community at large, who have any sympathy

for the sick, together wiih those who would improve these nostrums and
panaceas. The last constitutes the medical-book and system makers, who
have, as their end, a vain, selfish fame.
" Neither of them is medical science. If they were, my strong induce-

ment, which I have labored so hard to exhibit, would be vain. No ! Em-
piricism and Galenism are uncertain and transitory, but medicine, Hippo-
cratic medicine, is made of lasting materials. Galenism, it is true, seemed
to be also made of such materials, but it has come to an end, and was
never anything else than a splendid error. Sic transit gloria Galenis !
Not so that of Hippocrates and true medical science. It is true, gentle-
men, that everything worldly is changeful, tending lo its pristine ele-
ments. The furniture of this world wears out; its fashion perishes ; yelin the midst of all this evanescence there are a few fixtures. These fix-
tures are not its generations, its empires, nor its imperial roads and its
cities, perhaps not even ils pyramids. They are that common law whichlifts oppression ; that cheering gospel which demonstrates a resurrection
and declares an endless life ; and that Rational Experience, that empi-ralogy which is for the healing of the sick. Here, then, is the true posi-tion of our science; an associate of justice and mercy, ihe father of medi-cine is niched in between Socrates and Plato. Her dwelling piares have
not been modern colleges and universities only, but also nncient lemples.Kings and patriarchs, sages and prophets—the subject of prophecy him-self and his apostles, have been her practitioners. It is true, that suc-
cessive errors, as we have shown, have encumbered it; that for ages a
poisonous parasite has run across and spread over it, which, to please itsworshippers, has been twined into various fantastic shapes ; that for atime she has been buried under Mahomedan prejudices, and that subse-quently it has been mantled with pseudo-Chrisiian superstition, yet broadlybased it exists, still exists a time-honored science !"

Medical Controversy in Kentucky.—Some months since, reference was
made in the Journal to the criticisms of a physician of Lexington, on theorganization of the Medical School of Transylvania University. Thesubstance of the complaint was, that one of the faculty bad had too
much influence in the institution, which had resulted unfavorably for theschool, by alienating some of its warmest friends. Having heard nothingof lale in regard to the matter, il was presumed that amicable relations
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were re-established, and the current of feeling, ¡n every breast, was run-
ning smoathly and harmoniously. But man is a restless being—never is,
but always to be, blest. T. B. Pinckard, M.D., of Lexington, now boldly
adresses himself to the great public—not so much to excite sympathy,
as to re-assert a former declaration, that there is a rotten borough within
his ken, that needs a little parliamentary reforming. In an article of his
in the Observer and Reporter, great complaint is again made of the course
of Professor Dudley, which is assigned as one of the chief causes of the
decline of the school. From the same paper in which these cauterizing
paragraphs appear, we take the following editorial—that gives an entirely
different view of the present condition of the medical school.
" In regard to, the prospects of our Medical School, we must be per-

mitted to say that its friends regard the size of the class now assembled
in its halls as, under the circumstances, every way flattering to the future
prosperity and usefulness of the institution. The vacation of two of the
Chairs in the institution, after the termination of the last winter's lectures,
and the inevitable consequence of such an event, have tended lo diminish
the number somewhat; but ihe present organization of the school, it is
confidently believed, will eventually fill its halls and restore her to her
former state of prosperity."Without entering into the particulars of the difficulty, which ought to
have a finale, we must be permitted to say that our sympathies are

strongly enlisted on the side of the present faculty. Some of ihe gentle-
men we have the honor of knowing personally, viz., Drs. Dudley, Rich-
ards and Lawson.who are indefatigable laborers, and can have no predomi-
nant self-interest to gratify, at the expense of an institution that has out-
lived many storms, and which, like a staunch ship, we think will still
ride triumphantly over the billows of opposition. It is for the purpose
of keeping medical readers apprised of all movements that belong to the
circle of medical news, that we make mention again of the complaints
against this school.
Medical Invalid Assurance Office.—There is a life assurance office in

London, in which those whose lives are held to earth by the feeblest
tenure, may make provision for their friends and families. Distinguished
as the people of New England are for driving good bargains, and develop-
ing newand surprising schemes for raising an honest revenue, the English
money dealers have certainly outstripped the Yankees in one respect, viz.,
creating an income out of the most hopeless class of valetudinarians.
The London Medical Invalid and General Life Office, assure, or, as we

say. insure, the lives of invalid members of consumptive families, &c. ;
so that by paying comparatively a small fee, annually, the friends or im-
mediate family of the person insured, instead of being left utterly desti-
tute, perhaps, by the death of sume individual, are actually made more
comfortable by the melancholy event. The statistics of diseases are so

well understood in England, that there is said to be even less risk in in?

suring upon the lives of invalids, at the present fixed rates of premium,
than upon those of healthy individuals.
Life insurance is comparatively new in New England, but one or two

offices have been opened in Boston, where the premiums are exceed-
ingly favorable for people in health, even those of very moderate means.
If some office would copy the bold system of their London prototype,
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and grant policies on the lives of invalids—such persons, for instance, as
are annually obliged to visit the Southern States, St. Croix, Jamaica, St.
Domingo, &c, during the severity of our northern winters, on account of
a threatening pulmonary disease, a two-fold benefit would be realized—the
business of the office would be increased, while the sick man would have
the delightful consolation of knowing, lhat should he, in the order of
Providence, not be permitted to return to the home of a beloved family,
his death would secure to them a sum to protect them against the suffer-
ings of poverty.

Neio Method of Filling Teeth.—Mix thirteen parts of pure, finely-pow-
dered caustic lime, with twelve parts of anhydrous phosphoric acid.
This powder is moist during the mixing, and while in that condition is
to be introduced into the decayed tooth. The place in the toolh is to be
made dry before receiving the mixture. This kind of filling must be
used within two or three minutes after being prepared. Soon after it is
lodged in the decayed cavity, it becomes very solid. Time enough has
not elapsed since the discovery, by M. Ostermaier, to decide upon its value
and probable duration. His object was to imitate, in this composition, theconstituenl principles of the enamel of the teeth.

Purchasing Diplomas.—Those who are curious to see for themselves,
will find a standing advertisement on the advertising page of the London
Medical Times, which is as follows.— " Any legally qualified practitioner,desirous of obtaining the degree of M.D., may, through the assistance
of the advertiser, receive the same from one of the oldest Continental
universities, without absence from home. Total expense, £40. Address,
post-paid, with full name and nature of qualifications, to Dr. John Bond,
24 Cornhill, London."
There would be no wonder at the universal cry of medical reformwhich now rings through Great Britain, if it was to be directed to the

correction of such barefaced mismanagement as this. It cannot be at
Aberdeen, we think, lhat applicants succeed with forty pounds, because
^besides this not being a Continental university) ever since a gentlemanprocured the degree of LL.D. for a donkey at lhat college, ihe price of
diplomas has been raised altogether above ordinary vulgar means.

Medical Journals.—The new year has brought about some changesin medical as well as other periodicals, and has witnessed some addition
to the number. The Philadelphia Medical Examiner, under theediiorial
management of Prof. R. M. Huston, of the Jefferson Med. College, is here-after to be issued monthly, in numbers of 72 pages each. It was formerlypublished in weekly numbers, but for ihe last year or two has been issued
once a fortnight. It will contain clinical lectures and reports from the
medical institutions in Philadelphia, and the other usual variety of medi-cnl matter, and will doubtless maintain ils reputation of a valuable and
interesting scientific journal.—Our own periodical is now the only one•of the kind in the country which visits its readers oftener than once a
months.
We perceive that the Southern Medical and Surgical Journal, which
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was some years ago discontinued in Augusta, Geo., has been revived,
under the superintendence of Drs. Paul F. Eve and I. P. Garvin. It
takes for its motio—" Je prends le bien où je. le trouve ;" an excellent rule
fora journalist, if the source from which he takes is acknowledged, as we
doubl not it will be in the case of these editors. This Journal formerly
comprised many communications of much practical worth, and we think
will again prove a valuable addition to the list of American medical peri-
odicals. The proprietors, however, must expect but a scanty remunera-
tion for their outlays.
The London Lancet, the mutilated reprint of which was noticed some

time since in this Journal, again appears in an American dress, that edi-
tion of it having been discontinued. It now comes out monthly, at $5 a

year. The parls of the original work which are really valuable are doubt-
less worth that sum : but it is a wasteful use of paper and type to print,
for American readers, a large portion of the contents of that mammoth sheet.
'• The Government Reform Bill," which is the heading often for 6. 8. and
10 pages in a number, with other purely local matters, are far from
being interesting to medical practitioners on this side of ihe Atlantic ;
and most of lhat which is truly worth repriniing, finds its way lo Ameri-
can readers through the pages of their own journals in early extracts
from the London copy. The American publishers deserve credit, how-
ever, for their enterprise, and ihey intend, as we understand, to make a
handsome work of it.

Localities of Fevers in Cities.—Dr. Southwood Smith, a physician of
great eminence in London, was called before a parliamentary committee,in order to give a professional opinion in regard lo the prevalence of
fevers in that city. He stated that when a fever exists, its locality may
always be determined by examining a map of the metropolis in the office
of the commissioner of sewers.—'' Where the sewers are, there the fevers
are not ; where the sewers are not, there the fever is."
Boston is better drained by sewers than any city in the Union. No

waste water runs in the open gutters, and this one fact explains, in a good
degree, the general good health of its citizens.

Journal of Insanity.—The third No. of this publication was received
on Monday, filled with a variety of interesting articles. The leader is on
the Poetry of Insanity, by Pliny Earle, M.D. Another week will enable
us to look further into its pages.

Rhode Island Lunatic Asylum.—The site has been selected, and a
valuable farm consisting of from fifty to an hundred acres, has been pur-
chased for the Asylum. It is situated about halfway between the ciiy ofProvidence and Pawtucket. The location is said to be a good one, com-bining variety and beauty of prospect with retirement. We understand
that suitable buildings will soon be erected.—American Jour, of Insanity.
First Lunatic Asylum in the United States.—This was in the city ofNew York, and on the precise spot where now stands the City Hall. It

was erected above one hundred years since, and consisted of a building
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sixty feet by iwenty-four, two stories high. Into this was received the
indigent poor, the sick, the orphan, the maniac, and ihe refractory. Dr.
John Van Buren was the first physician. His salary was one hundred
pounds a year, he finding medicine.—Ibid.

Yellow Fever in Cuba.—In all the maritime towns yellow fever pre-
vails from June until November, often commencing in May. Sporadic
cases occur all the year round in Havana, especially during long spells of
wet and warm weather in the winter. 1 have heard merchants de-
clare lhat it did not originate in Havana, but made its appearance in that
city always after the arrival of vessels from St. Jago de Cuba. I know
not to which place those of the latter city trace its origin. The interior
of the island is as healthy as France, fevers prevailing only along ihe
water courses and swamps, and those chieflv intermittent. The red
lands are the most healthy, sickness being there produced onlv bv the
greatest exposure, many of the negroes becoming unwell from lying down
on the wet grass when healed by labor.—Notes on Cuba.

Medical Miscellany.—A medical student, in Philadelphia, drew a dirk
upon a gentleman in the street, and was consequently arrested.—Dr.
Hepburn, with an assistant, has charge of the new hospital at the city of
Amoy, in China, under the patronage of the Medical Missionary Society
—Dr. C. G. Page, of Washington, D. C, has made a grand discovery in
regard to ihe mode of conducting the magnetic telegraph.—Dr. J. B. Irv-
ing has been elected grand master of the Masonic Fraternity of South
Carolina.—The influenza, attended with fever, prevails extensively at
Washington, D. C.—In Greece, with a population of one million and a
half, there is said to be only 85 licensed practitioners of medicine.—
Preparations are making for another irregular institution, for manufactur-
ing irregular practitioners, in Alabama.—Miss Browning, the Kentucky
giantess, has been greatly reduced by sickness at Cincinnati, and now
wishes to let herself for exhibition, to pay expenses.—A marine hospital
is building at Key West.—A class of 290 are attending clinical lectures
at the Blockley Hospital, Philadelphia.—Fewer medical students are re-
presented to be in London, the present lecture season, than usual.—A
statue of Sir Astley Cooper has been erected in St. Paul's Cathedral,
raised by subscriptions from the profession.
To Correspondents.—Dr. Brown's article on the use of cider in fevers has

been received.—Dr. Hodgkin's essay on fever, which was published in the Jour-
nal of the 1st inst, was reported on by two of the committee to whom it was re-
ferred, in separate reports, one of which is inserted this week, and the other will
be given next week.

Married,—In this city, William T. Parker, M.D., to Miss Clementina Morse.
In Taunton, Mass., Dr. Alfred S. Baylies to Miss Jane L. Richmond.—At Lex-
ington, Ky., Dr. William W. Henderson, pf Crittenden, Ky., to Miss Susan H.
Parrish.
Number ur dentlis in Bn«lon,fnr the weekending Jan. 11,43—Male«. 20; Fern «le», 23. Stillborn, 2.
Of consumption, 9—worms, 2—dropav on the brain, 2—oncer in the eye, 1—brain lever, 1—croup,2—teething, 2—fever and ague, 1—»carlel fever, 4—paralysis, 1—infaMile, S—»low fever, 1—typhus

fever, 3—hooping cough, 1—disease of the kidney, 1—tumor, 1—quinsy, 1—lung lever, S— old age, S
—

iiitlnmniHilon on the lunes I.
Under 5 j ear«, 2U—between 5 and 20 years, 3—between 80 and 60 year», 16—over 60 year», 4.
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The Valerianale of Quinine.—Dr. F. Devay, already known to the
profession by his researches on the mode of action of ihe valerianate of
zinc, has just published the result obtained with the valerianate of qui-
nine, first described by Charles Bonaparte, prince of Canino, correspon-dent of the Academy of Sciences, Paris. This substance is not only
useful in intermittent fevers, especially those produced by sudden moral
emotions, in which the attacks are owinsr to the excited state of the ner-
vous system, but likewise in all affections of a malignant, ataxic, or ady-
namic character. It is composed of one equivalent of valerianic acid,
one of quinine, and two of water of crystallization ; it crystallizes in octa-
hedrons or hexahedrons, or in light, silken masses ; offers a slight smell
of valerianic acid ; bitter taste ; soluble in water, alcohol, and olive oil ; de-
composed by ihe mineral, and almost all the organic, acids ; at 194° F. il
loses an equivalent of water and melts like resin; at a higher tempera-
ture it is decomposed, and mono-hydrated valerianic acid is disengaged;
the aqueous solution, at 212° F., is also decomposed, and small globules,
like oil, soluble in alcohol, insoluble in water, appear on the surface
of the liquid. Mode of preparation.—It may be obtained by double
decomposition, by mixing together the alcoholic solutions of ihe vale-
rianate of lime, or baryta, and the sulphate of quinine; the following
mode, however, though somewhat longer, is preferable :—to an alcoholicsolution of quinine, add, first, valerianic acid in slight excess, and then
twice as much distilled water; submit the whole toa gentle heat (not
above 122° F.) ; as soon as all the alcohol is evaporated, the valeriante
appears in beautiful crystals, which, after a few days, must be separated
from the mother water and dried in the open air. The diseases in which
it has been given are : febris intermittens (quotidian, tertian) ; one case
had resisted, though gr. rv. of the sulphate of quinine had been adminis-
tered for a dose ; in another, the fever was complicated wilh delirium;
and in a third with coma ; finally, in two others, wilh ataxic, and ataxo-ady-namic symptoms. Variola confiuens, with ataxic symptoms. Neuralgia
fariei. Periodic neuropathia. The dose is from gr. j. to gr. viij. per diem, in
pills, or in a solution of gum arabic, in 3 itiss. of which gr. x. of the
valerianate may be dissolved ; another advantage it presents, is, that be-
ing soluble in olive oil, it may be employed in frictions on the splenic
region, in the following proportions:—R. Ol. oliva?, i'\]. ; valerian,
quinin., 9j. M.—In neuralgia, the dose is generally gr. j., mixed with
the most simple substances, to prevent its decomposition.—Gaz. Médicale.

Smallness of the Heart.—At a recent meeting of the Medical Society
of London, Dr. Golding Bird related the case of a delicate married woman,
'24 years of age, to whom he was called in consultation, she being labor-
ing under mild continued fever. She was somewhat chlorotic, and suffer-
ed from palpitation and shortness of breath in going up stairs. She had
several fainting fits the day before her death, and expired in one. V\ hen
the body was examined, the heart was so small as, at first, to be quite
overlooked. It was not larger than that of a child of 11 years of age ; it
was healthy in respect to its valvular apparatus, bul its parietes, generally,
were remarkably thin. The aorta, when laid open, measured only an

inch and a half'across. Several similarcases, as far its regarded the size
of the heart, were mentioned bythe members pr sent.—Lond. Med. Times.

 The Boston Medical and Surgical Journal as published by 
The New England Journal of Medicine. Downloaded from nejm.org at SAN DIEGO (UCSD) on July 19, 2016. 

 For personal use only. No other uses without permission. From the NEJM Archive. Copyright © 2010 Massachusetts Medical Society.


